
  

An Invitation to Co-Create 
a Circular Society

The Wyss Academy is seeking collaboration with brave allies who are willing to explore the 
unknown, pose uncomfortable questions, and build new, perhaps unlikely relationships. 

A diverse group of people: scientists, activists, academics, entrepreneurs, politicians, artists… 
From countries and cultures around the world are needed to bring themselves fully to the table.

Together, we want to…
…be open to share our stories and stay curious
…be brave enough to ask big questions 
- even if those questions feel too big, and unanswerable.

We will forge deep relationships with people who come from worlds unlike our own. And be willing
to deepen those relationships through understanding and commitments.

We must be willing to challenge one another, and create a new, hopeful narrative from that challenge.
Then take the ideas we’ve co-created home for testing and launch.

We don’t know what the Circular Society is yet, but we do know it is holistic: it realizes that 
economies are not separate from social systems, from cultures, or from the non-human world. 
The co-creation of this concept offers the opportunity for a fundamental transformation of our 
thinking and in our current systems. 

This transition, with justice at its core, will allow us to face current global challenges in a new and 
better way. 

The circular society aims to create greater harmony and resilience
in both human and non-human systems, so that humanity can 
support the natural world and so that the natural 
world can support us.

We are committed to making the most of our global connections, access 
to knowledge, and resources to contribute to a just transformation - and 
we propose an experiment, of sorts.

If the circular economy is the starting point of this conversation, then 
the circular society is the vision we want to work towards.



  

How do we create this new world?

But first, we launch our conversations.  These will focus around three areas that are particularly 
relevant to our vision, and best reflect  internal competences of the Wyss Academy: 

1. Understanding the Implications of a Transformation Toward Circular Societies
24. Jan 2023, 2-6 pm CET (online)

As we transition towards a circular society, old systems will be disrupted. Cultures, ways of being, 
and economies will be threatened. We need to understand what that change may look like, and what 
core values and ways of being must be protected, acknowledged, and reshaped along the way.

2. Aiming for a Just Transformation, with a Global Perspective
25. Jan 2023, 2-6 pm CET (online)

Once we’ve embraced the understanding that one transition impacts others, and tried to understand 
what those look like, we need to find common ground and make commitments to one another. Strong 
relationships between diverse parties, between North and South, between differently resourced 
groups with different cultural norms and values, can ensure that throughout the transformations that 
take place, we will stay grounded in the commitments to our shared well-being.

3. Natural Resources 
27. Jan 2023, 2-6 pm CET (online)

Sacrificing nature for human well-being no longer works.  
Nature, in its strength, is humanity’s greatest defense against the destructive forces that have 
been unleashed by exploitative and extractive human systems. We will seek to understand 
interdependencies with natural resources such as ecosystems, land and climate in the transition 
towards circular society.

And finally, we want to translate our knowledge into action:

Co-creation event: Designing innovations for a circular society
26 and 28 April, 2-6 CET (online)

The Wyss Academy workshops and conversations seek to co-create innovations and solutions
that will allow us to improve the outcomes for both nature and people. 
Together, we will launch experiments to test solutions for a circular 
society applied through the field of natural resources - all the 
while, staying focused on principles of justice.  
The Wyss Academy will support and fund the most promising 
innovations resulting from this co-creation process.

We break the silos of current conversations.
We come up with a whole field of hypotheses.
We test, we build, we keep collaborating. 
We test some more, we build, we collaborate some more.


